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BOOK REVIEWS
This volume will augment the preceptiveness, skills, and enjoyment of
every pediatrician in his practice. It is a publication which the reader
will return to on many occasions to savor again its wisdom and guidance.
This reviewer enthusiastically endorses this book as required reading for
all pediatricians and for others of the helping professions interested in
child development.
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The goal cited by the editors of Virology Monographs is to publish
"comprehensive and detailed presentation(s) of proven and established
results" in the field of virus research. Volume 1, devoted to echoviruses
and reoviruses, accomplishes this objective admirably. The authors are
eminent authorities with long experience in the field. They have covered
the world literature and the bibliographies contain all of the significant
references dealing with the properties, ecology, clinical aspects, and
natural history of echo- and reoviruses.
The sine qua non of the 30 serotypes of echoviruses is their capacity
to grow in tissue cultures of primate cells and their failure to induce
disease in common laboratory animals. Their discovery came about
accidentally following the introduction of practical tissue culture methods
by Enders, Weller, and Robbins in 1949. These agents are most com-
monly recovered from human fecal specimens. Information concerning
their role in human disease has accumulated over the past 15 years, and
is still being added as new types appear and unexpected clinical associ-
ations are uncovered. Wenner and Behbehani's review puts these features
in perspective as well as providing a complete reference for the micro-
biologist concerned with chemical and physical properties of the echo-
viruses and the details of the replication of these agents. An addendum
brings the coverage up to date through 1967.
The relation of reoviruses to human illness is on less firm ground.
Unlike echoviruses, however, these agents have a wide animal host range.
There is suggestive evidence that they can on rare occasions cause severe
and fatal disseminated disease in man, but by and large human infections
are completely inapparent. Reoviruses are of particular interest in terms
of the remarkably large amount of RNA present in the virion, and its
unusual double-helical configuration. Rosen's discussion of the chemical
and physical properties, virus replication and in vitro behavior of the
reoviruses is presented with admirable clarity and completeness.
The first volume of Virology Monographs sets a high standard. This
book - and others in the series - should constitute valuable reference
works and critical reviews in the field of virology.
DOROTHY M. HORSTMANN
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